
Types of Offences & Limitations for proceedings 

Section 3 of the Criminal Code divides the type of offences a person can be charged with.  

 

Simple/Summary offences: 1 year  

- Justices Act QLD s 52  

Summary offence + Indictable offences / Drug offences: 2 years if the DPP discontinues the 
connected indictable or drug offence.  

- Justices Act QLD s 52(2)  

Criminal offences: No limitation on commencing the charge, however indictments to be presented 
within 6 months of committal, but the DPP may seek an extension of time s 590 of the Code.  

 

Noting the power to arrest without a warrant the difference between the crime and misdemeanours 
is significant (misdemeanours require a warrant)  

 

 

 

 

 

http://www8.austlii.edu.au/cgi-bin/viewdoc/au/legis/qld/consol_act/cc189994/s3.html
http://www8.austlii.edu.au/cgi-bin/viewdoc/au/legis/qld/consol_act/cc189994/s590.html
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